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Marshall to take delivery of latest in air fleet Friday
FEBRUARY 15, 2022
The Bill Noe Flight School will welcome its first of several planned multi-engine aircraft, a Piper
Seminole, at approximately 11a.m. Friday, Feb. 18.
Noe himself will take delivery of the plane at Piper’s facility in Vero Beach, Florida, fly it to
West Virginia International Yeager Airport and taxi to the flight school’s hangar on the airport
grounds with what is expected to be a large and warm West Virginia welcome.
“This is an incredibly important milestone for the university, the flight school and our up-andcoming aviators enrolled in the school,” Noe said. “We are so pleased to be able to add this plane
to our fleet as we grow our capabilities. This addition is just another example of the commitment
we are making to provide Marshall University, the region and the nation the highest level of
advanced education that will help propel our students into the aviation industry with the very
best tools to excel on an enlightened and rewarding career.”
Media and guests will be able to view the facility, both the single and multi-engine planes, and a
demonstration of the university’s flight simulator. Light refreshments will be available. Please
join us for this very special occasion.

Update from PEIA: Reimbursement for COVID-19 home
test
FEBRUARY 15, 2022
This information applies to members of the PEIA PPB Plans
ONLY. Members of the Health Plan and Humana should contact
their plan for details of coverage and process.
Apparently, when the first email PEIA sent out regarding at-home
COVID-19 testing, PEIA initially believed that all network pharmacies
would be participating in the program to provide Point of Sale (POS)
claims processing for these tests, that is not the case. What PEIA
discovered is that it is up to individual pharmacies to determine how to handle these at-home test
claims.

Many pharmacies were already facing staffing shortages and additional work in providing
vaccinations, and many have simply determined that they cannot take on this extra responsibility
for processing claims for over-the-counter tests. Had PEIA known, they NEVER would have
sent out the instructions, as soon as they did.
This is a developing program, since it’s only been a few weeks since it was announced, and
providers and plans are still adjusting to it. PEIA hopes, eventually, to have the program work
the way they initially announced, but for now, if the pharmacy refuses to process the POS claim
for at-home COVID test(s), the member will have to pay and submit the claim to
CVS/Caremark. Members will be reimbursed up to $12 per test, and so should be aware of the
price they are paying for tests.
Members can submit claims by one of two methods:
•

Preferred digital method: Members login to Caremark.com and can upload a copy of
their purchase receipt for the OTC COVID test. There are instructions for the member
upon log in to the site. This method is currently in use, and CVS/Caremark is observing a
seamless experience for online receipt submission of member-purchased OTC COVID
tests. Below is a specific link for OTC COVID-19 test reimbursement that provides more
information for members, including a frequently asked questions section at the bottom.

•

Paper claim: An abbreviated paper claim form specifically for OTC COVID test
reimbursement is available. Please use the following link to print the claim form. 10656792C_COVID-19_Test_Reimbursement_Claim_Form (wv.gov)

We regret any confusion and additional frustration this has created. It was not our or PEIA’s
intent. We appreciate your patience as we all navigate this changing world.

Board of Governors meets in February session
FEBRUARY 15, 2022
The Marshall University Board of Governors, meeting in its regularly scheduled February
session, today approved a series of policy updates for faculty and staff, adopted new names of
degree programs and received an update from President Brad D. Smith.
Smith, attending his first regular board meeting as president, reported on five areas of the
university’s operations, including student health and safety, academics, organization and talent
search, legislative update, and his listening tours, which are a continuing series of meetings with
constituents across the university and community.

Smith said the university’s COVID numbers are declining and that, while too early for a
definitive forecast, some enrollment indicators for the fall seem to show a return to pre-pandemic
levels. He also said faculty and staff have been working on an enrollment strategic plan for the
future that will be shared in the coming months.
After an intensive search, the president said a new athletic director will be named in the coming
weeks. A fourth and final candidate will be on the Huntington campus Friday for interviews. In
terms of the senior vice president for academic affairs and provost search, the application period
is closing Feb. 15, with off-campus interviews scheduled early next month and on-campus
interviews to occur after the university’s spring break.
The board acted on a number of policy updates ranging from an employee catastrophic leave
policy to staff development.
Members also approved the renaming of two separate degree programs. The M.S. in
Environmental Science degree will now be known as the M.S. in Environmental Safety and
Health degree. The B.S. in Digital Forensics and Information Assurance will now be called the
B.S. in Cyber Forensics and Security. The name changes more accurately describe the
contemporary understanding of the disciplines. One other degree program was revised to reflect
curriculum changes and another program, the master’s degree in Latin, was deleted.
Members accepted the investment earnings update and the six-month financial report, and
approved a policy regarding the waiver of fees for third-party sponsored courses at the
university.

Wars Within program to host a series of veteran discussion
groups
FEBRUARY 15, 2022
Marshall’s Wars Within, the Wars Without program, which helps local veterans reflect on their
experiences, is set to host a series of veterans’ discussion groups beginning Saturday, Feb. 19.
Led by veterans, the discussion groups will examine texts about ancient and modern war as a
way of reflecting on what veterans have been through. The discussion events are scheduled for
10 a.m. to noon Feb. 19 at the Vandalia Crowd House above Backyard Pizza and Rawbar on 3rd
Ave and 9th Street in downtown Huntington, and March 5 and 19 at the Huntington Vet Center.
Nomada Bakery will be catering the event.
The hope is to bring a variety of generations of veterans together for meaningful discussion with
each one another to create a lasting community of and for veterans who support one another.
Through coming together and narrating and remembering their personal experiences they can
develop a path to healing and recovery.
Dr. Christina Franzen, associate professor of classics, and Dr. Robin Riner, professor of
anthropology, are spearheading the program.
“The imagery in the ancient literature we read invokes the fracturing of self that occurs when
soldiers face unthinkable acts and a fractured body politic that results from war,” Franzen said.
“Enabling recovery requires that we begin the process of mending these fractures both of
individual veterans and of the relationships and communities that are severed in the wake of
trauma.”
Franzen says the program is always looking to bring in more veterans in the group to generate
more experiences that the other veterans can learn from. Those interested can register
at www.marshall.edu/warswithin. Reading materials will be provided upon registration.
Anyone interested in more information can e-mail either of the faculty members leading the
project, Riner at conleyr@marshall.edu or Franzen at franzen@marshall.edu.
The project is offered with support from the West Virginia Humanities Council, and Marshall’s
Center for Teaching and Learning, Office of Academic Affairs, College of Liberal Arts and
departments of Humanities and Sociology and Anthropology.

Marshall to host hybrid TEDxMarshallU event Feb. 26
FEBRUARY 15, 2022
Marshall will host its 4th annual TEDxMarshallU event organized by students, faculty and staff
from 5 to 7 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 26, in the Don Morris Room of the Memorial Student Center.
COVID-19 vaccinations are strongly encouraged and wearing masks will be required of all
individuals who attend the event. With COVID-19 restrictions limiting the number of in-person
attendees, the event will also be livestreamed.
The theme for this year’s TEDxMarshallU is “Stories That Change Us,” which embodies the
power of stories to impact our collective and individual identities and realities. Stories not only
have inherent power and significance in their backgrounds and meanings, but also in how and

why they are told. The event will highlight ideas related to the significance of stories as change
agents.
Speakers include the following:
•

•

•

•

•

•

•
•

•

Dan Hollis, an award-winning Marshall University professor and journalist. He will
discuss the importance of seeing the stories in our individual and personal lives and
propose that the ability to see the story is an overarching attribute of successful people
David Trowbridge, Ph.D., a research professor of digital and public humanities at the
University of Missouri-Kansas City and former Marshall University history professor. He
will talk about his experiences with and the impacts of creating and developing Clio, a
website and mobile application that connects people to nearby history and culture.
Jessica Kern Huff, a coach, motivational speaker, and philanthropist, will speak of
finding personal and work balance in workplace chaos, something that she experienced as
a collegiate basketball coach, and reinventing herself after she stepped away from full
time coaching to focus on other life goals.
The McElroy Brothers, Justin, Travis, and Griffin, popular podcasters and authors,
prerecorded an interview with TEDxMarshallU to discuss the importance of their
storytelling as Appalachians with a world-wide influence and the opportunities they have
to inspire the next generation of creative minds.
Isaac “Shelem” Fadiga, engineer, up-and-coming hip-hop artist and Marshall alum, will
discuss how he applies similar creative processes to solve engineering problems and to
write his music. As part of his talk, he will break down the lyrics of and rap/sing lines of
his popular song Suga Wata.
Courtney Andrews will discuss how her work behind the scenes at ESPN has opened a
world of possibilities for her in her career trajectory and how her work helps young
athletes see others like them who can inspire them to be better and dream big.
Danny McGinnist Jr. will talk to us about how he communicates and connects with others
through his painting as we watch him paint
Brooke Watts, an award-winning triple-threat performing artist best known for dance
skills, and current Marshall University student. She will perform an original dance
number titled “The Light that Never Fails.”
Aryana Misaghi, current Marshall University Joan C. Edwards School of Medicine
student and our student contest winner, will talk about how her experiences knocking on
doors for her faith taught her powerful lessons about herself and others.

Tickets will be $15 for in-person general admission and $5 for current Marshall University
students in person. A link to the livestream is free but requires registration.
Visit https://www.eventbrite.com/e/tedxmarshallu-2022-stories-that-change-us-tickets260528867857 to purchase in-person tickets or register the livestream link.
“I’m thrilled with the diversity of individuals and ideas that will be represented on our
TEDxMarshallU stage this year,” said Dr. Brian Kinghorn, associate professor in Marshall’s
College of Education and Professional Development who is licensee and lead organizer of the
event. “Our team is thrilled that we can finally open attendance to the public for this year’s event
and look forward to seeing members of the Marshall University and Huntington communities

join us live. We all have stories that define our lives, and we hope the stories and ideas shared on
our stage will change the lives of our audience in beneficial and long-lasting ways.”
“I’m so excited to share our event with Marshall and the larger Huntington community this
year,” said Ralph May, TEDxMarshallU’s co-organizer and a recent Marshall alum. “I feel what
we have built alongside our speakers will really resonate with the community. We want to show
them the power stories have on our lives and allow them to empower themselves to reflect and
impact their own stories.”
Media are invited to attend and cover the event. Per TED guidelines, no outside photography or
videotaping of the event is allowed during the event, including from members of the press.
Selections of the official media along with guidelines for their use will be made available to the
press soon after the event. Direct queries or requests for press passes to the event can be directed
to Dr. Brian Kinghorn by e-mail at kinghorn@marshall.edu or by calling 517-974-4996.
Additional information about the event can be found at www.tedxmarshallu.com. The event is
also on Twitter (https://twitter.com/tedxmarshallu), Instagram
(https://www.instagram.com/tedxmarshallu/), and Facebook
(https://www.facebook.com/TEDxMarshallU)
About TEDx (x = independently organized event)
In the spirit of ideas worth spreading, TEDx is a program of local, self-organized events that
brings people together to share a TED-like experience. At a TEDx event, TED Talks video and
live speakers combine to spark deep discussion and connection. These local, self-organized
events are branded TEDx, where x = independently organized TED event. The TED conference
provides general guidance for the TEDx program, but individual TEDx events are self-organized,
subject to certain rules and regulations.
About TED
TED is a nonprofit organization devoted to Ideas Worth Spreading, often in the form of short
talks delivered by leading thinkers and doers. Many of these talks are given at TED conferences,
intimate TED Salons and thousands of independently organized TEDx events around the world.
Videos of these talks are made available, free, on TED.com and other platforms. Audio versions
of TED Talks are published to TED Talks Daily, available on all podcast platforms.
TED’s open and free initiatives for spreading ideas include TED.com, where new TED Talk
videos are posted daily; TEDx, which licenses thousands of individuals and groups to host local,
self-organized TED-style events around the world; theTED Fellows program, which selects
innovators from around the globe to amplify the impact of their remarkable projects and
activities; The Audacious Project, which surfaces and funds critical ideas that have the potential
to impact millions of lives; TED Translators, which crowdsources the subtitling of TED Talks so
that big ideas can spread across languages and borders; and the educational initiative TEDEd. TED also offers TED@Work, a program that reimagines TED Talks for workplace
learning. TED also has a growing library of original podcasts, including The TED

Interview with Chris Anderson, WorkLife with Adam Grant, Far Flung with Saleem
Reshamwala and How to Be a Better Human.
Follow TED on Twitter, Facebook, Instagram and on LinkedIn.

H.E.L.P. Program welcomes new director, Hillary Adams
FEBRUARY 15, 2022
Serving as the fifth director in their over 40-year history, Dr. Hillary
Adams was welcomed by the Marshall University H.E.L.P.
Program (Higher Education for Learning Problems) in January 2022.
Adams earned her B.A. in Psychology, M.A. in Mental Health
Counseling, and Ed.D. in Educational Leadership from Marshall. She
served in a variety of roles with Marshall’s College Program for
Students with Autism Spectrum Disorder for almost a decade before
accepting the new role.
“I was quite honored to even be considered for the position, quite frankly,” said Adams. “I have
always had great admiration for the comprehensive community and college supports of the
H.E.L.P. Program. Marshall is already recognized as a beacon of hope for students with learning
differences. I’m eager to see how we can expand our expertise and reach even further.”
The Marshall University H.E.L.P. Program is a nationally recognized support program for
students with Specific Learning Disabilities and/or Attention Deficit/Hyperactivity Disorder. The

program currently has eight divisions, including College H.E.L.P., Community H.E.L.P., and
Medical H.E.L.P. The College H.E.L.P. Program is currently taking applications for Fall 2022.

Marshall Health nurse practitioner fellowship now accepting
applications
FEBRUARY 15, 2022
The internal medicine nurse practitioner fellowship program at Marshall Health and the Joan C.
Edwards School of Medicine is now accepting applications for its 2022-2023 cohort.
The fellowship provides one year of postgraduate training for nurse practitioners looking to
transition into a new specialty or hone their skills in a specific area of practice. Fellows work
closely with physicians, other nurse practitioners, pharmacists, resident physicians and internal
medicine subspecialty fellows from the School of Medicine to grow professional expertise in

clinical care, research, leadership, didactics and teamwork. Rotations in general internal
medicine and cardiology are required. Elective rotations include endocrinology,
gastroenterology, nephrology, infectious disease and pulmonology.
Eligible applicants must have graduated from an accredited Nurse Practitioner Master of Science
in Nursing (M.S.N.) or Doctor of Nurse Practitioner (D.N.P.) program prior to the start of the
fellowship on Sept. 1. National board certification must be obtained by Aug. 1.
Applications must be submitted online no later than Monday, March 7. Applicants selected for
interviews will be scheduled in March-April with the final selection of fellows in April.
The program will host a virtual open house on Thursday, Feb. 17, at 6:30 p.m. To register,
visit https://www.cognitoforms.com/MarshallHealth2/virtualopenhouseinternalmedicinenu
rsepractitionerfellowship (or https://bit.ly/3gAM2lV ).
To learn more about the nurse practitioner fellowship,
visit https://jcesom.marshall.edu/residents-fellows/programs/nurse-practitionerfellowship/ or e-mail npfellowship@marshall.edu. For news and information about the Joan C.
Edwards School of Medicine, follow us on Twitter @MUSOMWV, like us on Facebook or
visit jcesom.marshall.edu.

New medical school scholarship designated for Kanawha
County residents
FEBRUARY 15, 2022
A new scholarship established by an alumna of the Marshall
University Joan C. Edwards School of Medicine and her
husband aims to help future medical students from Kanawha
County, West Virginia.
Myra L. Wilkerson (right), M.D., and Stephen M. Wilkerson
generously established an endowed scholarship known as
the Dr. Myra L. Wilkerson Scholarship for entering first-year
medical students with first preference to students who are
residents of Kanawha County, where the Wilkersons called home for more than 30 years. The
award is renewable for up to three years.

A native of Nitro, West Virginia, Myra Wilkerson earned her Bachelor of Science in Medical
Technology from Marshall University and worked as a medical technologist and clinical
instructor for several years until entering medical school. She graduated from the Joan C.
Edwards School of Medicine in 1994, followed by a residency in anatomic and clinical
pathology and a fellowship in cytopathology at Geisinger Medical Center in Danville,
Pennsylvania. She remained at Geisinger and now serves as chair of the Department of
Laboratory Medicine and the Geisinger Diagnostic Medicine Institute for Geisinger Health and
the Geisinger Commonwealth School of Medicine.
Stephen Wilkerson is also a two-time graduate of Marshall University. In 1985, he earned a
Bachelor of Arts in Education, followed by a Master of Arts in Mathematics in 1989. He is a
retired lecturer from the Sigmund Weis School of Business at Susquehanna University in
Selinsgrove, Pennsylvania. He also taught mathematics in the Kanawha County Schools and
served as an education consultant for the West Virginia House of Delegates.
“Marshall University was an incredible place for both of us as learners, both undergraduate and
graduate,” Myra Wilkerson said. “Medical education is now so expensive, and I feel that we are
in a good place to be able to help these young physicians financially. I hire a lot of physicians
and see the huge impact that student loan debt burden has on their lives, especially when they are
new in practice and have young families. This is a way we can express our gratitude to the
Marshall family, by giving back and helping these future colleagues and caregivers.”
For more information or to make a gift to the Joan C. Edwards School of Medicine, please
contact Linda Holmes, director of development and alumni affairs, at 304-691-1711
or holmes@marshall.edu. For news and information about the Joan C. Edwards School of
Medicine, follow us on Twitter @MUSOMWV, like us on Facebook or
visit jcesom.marshall.edu.
———–
About the Joan C. Edwards School of Medicine
The Marshall University Joan C. Edwards School of Medicine is a community-based medical
school established in 1977. Located in Huntington, West Virginia, the School of Medicine trains
physicians, scientists and other professionals to meet the unique health care needs of rural and
underserved communities. Learn more at jcesom.marshall.edu

Behavioral Health Center at Marshall open to all members
of the Marshall community
FEBRUARY 15, 2022
The Marshall University Behavioral Health
Center is open to those who need somewhere to
go to talk to someone.
Open to the Marshall community, including local
alumni, the Behavioral Health Center, housed in
Gullickson Hall, offers those in need of a
listening ear the opportunity to talk to
counselors. The Behavioral Health Center’s
(BHC) mission is to extend outreach from its
Guillickson Hall location to the university community as a whole. They do this by extending the
services of clinical counseling to the Marshall community.
The center, located in Gullickson Hall suite GO1, offers a variety of services:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Crisis intervention;
Short-term counseling;
Assistance for students who have been diagnosed with one or more long-term psychiatric
conditions;
Skills development for academic success;
Support and brief counseling for students recovering from sexual violence and/or
interpersonal violence;
Assessments and referrals to other university resources;
Mental health consultation, education, and outreach programs for the Marshall
community;
Assistance with Substance Use Disorders.

The Behavioral Health Center works closely with the Marshall community in planning
systematic, psycho-educational programing that emphasizes a multicultural and developmental
perspective on prevention, wellness and student self-help. The BHC values a community that
provides a safe and optimal learning environment for all students. The BHC is also focused on
providing leadership in areas of diversity that include the LGBTQ populations, international
student populations, first-generation college students and cultural/ethnic minority student
populations.
For more information on the College of Health Professions’ Behavioral Health Center
visit www.marshall.edu/BH-Center.

West Virginia student drone teams advance to world
championship
FEBRUARY 15, 2022
Five high-flying West Virginia teams advanced to the
World Championship during the Feb. 13 drone qualifying
tournament for middle and high school students hosted by
the Robert C. Byrd Institute (RCBI) at Marshall
University.
Teams from across West Virginia and southeastern Ohio
demonstrated their skills by performing a series of tasks
with their drones while maneuvering obstacles on a
playing field.
Teams from Tolsia High School in Wayne County and Duval Middle School in Lincoln County
were named Tournament Champions during the event at the Marshall University/Mountwest
Community & Technical College Aviation Maintenance Technology facility at Huntington TriState Airport. The Duval team – the WV Mountain-airs – also won the High Flyer Award for the
best overall score in the competition.
Other teams advancing to the May 10-12, 2022, REC Foundation Aerial Drones Competition
World Championship in Dallas, Texas, are Hayes Middle School in Kanawha County and Team
6815D from Lincoln County High School, both Tournament Finalists; and Riverside High
School in Kanawha County, which was named Programming Skills Champion.
Cabell Midland High School’s Knight Flyers took home the Flight Crew Award and team 6815D
from Lincoln County High also won the Judge’s Award in addition to being named a
Tournament Finalist.
Sunday’s RCBI-sponsored event is part of the REC Foundation Aerial Drones Competition
(RAD), a nationwide initiative to provide students a fun, hands-on and affordable way to engage
in the STEM fields of science, technology, engineering and math by learning to program and
safely operate drones, work as teams, and research real-world applications of drone technology.
One of the fastest-growing STEM-focused activities for students, RAD has expanded to more
than 300 teams across the United States, including 32 in West Virginia.
Dr. Todd Ensign, program manager for the Education Resource Center at the NASA Independent
Verification & Validation (IV&V) Facility in Fairmont, helped initiate the drone competitions in
West Virginia and has been instrumental in the growth of the state’s program, which has triple in
size in the first three years.

“NASA has developed advanced drone technology to unravel the mysteries of the universe,
including searching for life on Mars and exploring Titan, one of Saturn’s moons,” Ensign said.
“We’re excited to inspire the next generation of drone pilots and aerospace engineers by
engaging young people in educational aerial robotics.”
The drone competition followed the Feb. 12 VEX IQ Robotics Qualifying Tournament, also
hosted by RCBI. Twenty-seven elementary and middle school teams from across West Virginia
competed for a chance to advance to the State Championship in March at Fairmont State
University.
“RCBI offers STEM-learning activities for students of all ages,” said Charlotte Weber, RCBI
director & CEO. “Over the years, we’ve seen many participants in our outreach events go on to
pursue degrees in engineering and other in-demand technical fields. Today’s young robotics or
drone enthusiasts are the faces of tomorrow’s high-skilled workforce.”
RCBI’s robotics and drone activities are made possible through the support of the West Virginia
NASA Space Grant Consortium, the NASA IV&V Education Resource Center, the West
Virginia Robotics Alliance and community volunteers. For more information, contact Deacon
Stone, director of RCBI’s Center for Innovation and Maker Vault, by e-mail
at dstone@rcbi.org or by phone at304-781-1659.
————Photo: Middle and high school teams applied their STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering &
Math) knowledge by programming drones and maneuvering them through obstacles as they
performed a series of tasks on a specially designed playing field.

Spring Commencement is April 30

Coronavirus Statistics:
New Cases Since February 2, 2022
Students: 79
Faculty: 4
Staff*: 27
* Includes auxiliary employees (Sodexo, Aetna, Rec Center, etc.)
All testing is being done in partnership with Marshall Health, Cabell Huntington Hospital, Pleasant
Valley Hospital, QLabs Inc. and MedExpress Urgent Care.
The most recent information is always available at www.marshall.edu/coronavirus/dashboard.

The next regular issue of We Are...Marshall will be distributed Feb. 23, 2022. Please send items
for consideration to WAMnewsletter@marshall.edu by 5 p.m. Monday, Feb. 21, 2022.

To read the content of this newsletter online, please click on the following link:
www.marshall.edu/wamnewsletter/February-16-2022.
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